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In 2007, UCC students 
instigated a pilot Green 
Campus programme, with the 
help of An Taisce, which 
would see the university 
become the first in the 
world to be awarded a Green 
Flag from the Foundation of 
Environmental Education 
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UCC renewed its Green Flag 
in 2013 and 2016, and in 
July 2016 published its 
Sustainability Strategy 
committing to be a “world-
class University leading the 
drive towards sustainability 
in Higher Education 
Institutes and beyond, to 
our community, region and 
planet” 
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Our programme is student-
led, research-informed and 
practice-focused and our 
success demonstrates the 
strong commitment across all 
levels and divisions in the 
university 
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SUSTAINABILITY:  
a core university value 
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TEACHING & LEARNING 

• A university-wide Sustainability Module approved as a 
direct result of the Green Campus Initiative. 

 

• 35 courses relating to the Environmental at UCC 
including: 

• BSc in Env. Management 

• Certification of BSc in Env. Management & Science 

• BE Energy Engineering 

• MEngSc Sustainable Energy 

• GREP Eng Energy Systems 

 

• Over 35 conferences and events per annum with an 
environmental theme.  
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• Circa. €20M secured annually for environmental and 
sustainability research. 

 

• >200 research papers published on environmental and 
sustainability research. 

 

• KEY CENTRES 
• Environmental Research Institute 

• Beaufort Laboratory 

• HMRC 

• CMRC 

• SERG 

• Tyndall (Enabling Technologies) 

• Internal Engineering Research Centre 

RESEARCH & INNOVATION 
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THEMATIC RESEARCH AREAS: 
• Sustainable Energy & Environmental Engineering 
• Environmental Chemistry 
• Environmental Microbial Genomics 
• Biodiversity & Ecotoxicology 
• Marine & Freshwater 

• Circa. €20M secured annually for environmental and 
sustainability research. 

 

• >200 research papers published on environmental and 
sustainability research. 

 

• KEY CENTRES 
• Environmental Research Institute 

• Beaufort Laboratory 

• HMRC 

• CMRC 

• SERG 

• Tyndall (Enabling Technologies) 

• Internal Engineering Research Centre 

RESEARCH & INNOVATION 
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EMBEDDING THE PROCESS 

• Co-Chair - VP Teaching 
& Learning /Director of 
Buildings & Estates. 

 

• Open Meetings. 

 

• Cross Campus 
Attendees. 

 

• Involving Subsidiaries 
and Suppliers SI
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GLOBAL CONTEXT 
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http://www.eauc.org.uk 
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• Students 

• Practitioners and managers 

• Researchers 

• An Taisce and other external agencies 

KEY INGREDIENTS 

Team work – all working together at the highest level through 

collaboration and engagement  
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View from Honan 

Square 

University College Cork 

Postgraduate Research Library 
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http://www.ucc.ie/en/
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• Library consumes 10% of campus 
energy – 1.5 million visits per year 
 

• The Library’s energy budget was 
assigned in 2016 

• Savings can be retained! 

• A Green Team of staff 

• Waste management & water use also 

• Savings in 2018 provided a Green Wall 

 

Key Statistics 
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Preliminary Project Schedule 

University College Cork 

Postgraduate Research Library 

View from typical 

Reading Room 
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http://www.ucc.ie/en/
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Infographic 
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WHAT DOES A GREEN CAMPUS 
MEAN TO UCC? 

Student Led – Research Informed – Practice Focused  
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AWARDS 

GREEN FLAG 

First in the world to achieve (2010) 

First to retain (2013) 
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AWARDS 

AASHE Gold Star  

 

First third-level institution outside the 

US to get a Gold Star rating from the 

Association for the Advancement of 

Sustainability in Higher Education 

(2018) 
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AWARDS 

Cork Environmental Forum 
(CEF) Environmental Award 

2013  

IBEC Environment Awards 

2nd  place 
worldwide.  
Only Irish institution 
in the top 50. 

First third level institution 
worldwide to achieve the ISO 

50001 energy standard. 
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Environmental Forum Award 
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www.ucc.ie/en/greencampus 

University College Cork 
World’s First Green Campus 
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Thank You! 

j.fitzgerald@ucc.ie 
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